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• Five libraries with over 2.7 million items

• Five designated collections deemed nationally and internationally 
important 

• Key strength: history of the art and antiques market, with special 
focus on decorative art and furniture

University of Leeds Libraries

The cabinet of practical, useful and decorative furniture designs by H. Lawford. 1855. 
Bedford Collection. ©University of Leeds Libraries

• John Evan Bedford Library of Furniture History
o Gifted to University in 2019
o Mixed collection

§ Over 67 linear metres of archival materials

§ Over 5500 print materials

Brotherton Library, University of Leeds. 
©University of Leeds Libraries



• July 2023: three members of the Metadata & Discovery Team at Leeds joined 
the Ex Libris Linked Data Focus Group

• Some of the goals of the focus group:

• Trial BF record creation using the Sinopia editor and evaluate in Alma
• Enable improved discovery and use of resources and the data describing 

those resources
• Improve authority work and entity management

• Additional reasons for joining group:

• Technical support from Ex Libris
• Collaborative learning environment
• Coincided with library-led digitisation initiative to develop unified

discovery platform for Special Collections materials, both print and archival

• BIBFRAME the answer? (We strongly suspect it is)

First steps ...

Are you sitting comfortably? Epinard wants to talk 
to you about BIBFRAME. Trevor Hough ©2021



• Focus on rare print materials
• Improve recording and display of copy-specific 

metadata in BF
• Potential opportunities when working with 

metadata describing mixed collections

• John Evan Bedford Library of Furniture History
• Recently catalogued collection with existing 

MARC records from which to work
• Sub-collection of 25-30 titles, primarily

pattern books and trade catalogues from
18th-19th centuries

Choosing a collection

• Abundance of item-specific characteristics, including bound-with relationships

Copy-specific details from volumes in the Bedford Collection: Examples of 
ornamental metal work. 1836 (top); Neuestes Modell … 1829 (bottom left); The 
smith's, founder's, and ornamental metal worker's director … c.1844 (bottom 
right). University of Leeds Libraries.



Copy-specific metadata MARC v BIBFRAME

Cover and tipped-in plates from Trade catalogue for H. F. & G Carte? of brass and iron handles ... c.1800. Bedford Collection. University of Leeds Libraries.

from MARC ... … to BIBFRAME (PCC Item template) ...

… to RMAG?
(Rare Materials 
Affinity Group
Item template 
using ARM 
extension) ...



Cataloguing in Sinopia I

• Focus Group uses Sinopia to create 
and edit records

• Started off using PCC created 
templates

• API to send Work & Instance to Alma 
Sandbox for further testing

PCC guide to Sinopia:
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/Sinopia-Training/index.html



Cataloguing in Sinopia II



Cataloguing in Sinopia III

• Work and Instance records imported via an API
• Testing in our Alma Sandbox environment
• Can perform usual management functions in Alma and view in Primo

Epinard ready to check BIBFRAME records in Alma. 
Trevor Hough ©2020



BIBFRAME records in Alma and Primo



• Cataloguing agency issue led to first 
customisation
• Make own copy and edit the template
• May need to make copies of sub-templates

• Then started investigating subject and other 
lookups

• Edited a Contributor field to make it 
repeatable

Templates – customising existing ones



Can mix and match templates – fine to use different ones 
for Work, Instance, Item, e.g. PCC for Work and Instance 
and RMAG for Item

Templates – exploring RMAG and ARM



Can mix and match templates – fine to use different ones 
for Work, Instance, Item, e.g. PCC for Work and Instance 
and RMAG for Item

Templates – exploring RMAG and ARM



What we don't know ...

• Not yet able to export item-level records in Sinopia (whether PCC or RMAG)

• Unable to test display of item-level metadata in Primo

What we do know ...

• BIBFRAME greatly facilitates mapping of metadata to alternative data models

• With regard to recording (and we assume publishing) of copy-specific metadata for rare 
materials, BIBFRAME seems the obvious successor to MARC

Where do we go from here ...

• Pairing up with other institutions in the focus group who are working with similar materials

• Giving feedback on the Ex Libris BIBFRAME form editor (currently in development)

• Moving to production!

Final thoughts
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Epinard hopes you enjoyed the presentation. Trevor Hough ©2022


