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What is it?
• Type (category, group, class): form, intention
• A section of the bibliographic universe
• Coexisting, overlapping types

Multimedia Multimedia







rdf:type
• Relation stating that a resource is an instance of a class

• RDF resources (anything) / RDA resources (the main entity)

• MARC21 type of record (bf:Work), physical description (bf:Instance)

• BIBFRAME
o Abstraction levels (Work, Instance, Item)
o MARC21 type of record (000/06)
o MARC21 bibliographic level (000/07)
o MARC21 physical description (007/00)



Normalising types
• Specify the identity

• Significant identity

• bf:Text + bf:Monograph + > 16/49/100 pages = Book?

• One (rich) type per resource

• Types can be explained and maintained



Level of specificity
• Specific, but not too numerous

• 2000 genre/form terms (LCGFT, SAOGF, FGF)

• 27 BIBFRAME Work and Instance types

• Cognitive limitation: 7 x 7 (x 7)

• Text | Book | Literature | Novel | Noir Fiction

• Polyhierarchy





Type like genre/form terms (SAOGF)
Atlas, Globe, TactileImage, TactileNotatedMusic, TactileNotatedMovement, TactileText, TactileObject, 
Booklet, Textleaf, NonBookTextWithImages, AudioProgram, NonMusicAudio, BoardGame, Brochure, 
Comic, ComicIssue, ComicSerial, Software, ComputerCode, ComputerProgram, ComputerGame, 
Diagram, FormDocument, Handwriting, Illustration, InteractiveObject, Manual, MechanicalBook, Note, 
Painting, Photobook, Photograph, PictureDictionary, Postcard, Poster, ImagePoster, TextPoster, 
ImageAndTextPoster, Puzzle, Sculpture, SpokenBook, SpokenWord, SpokenPaper, TVProgram, 
TVSeries, Toy, Trailer, Website

AbstractSummary, Almanac, Blog, Calendar, Catalogue, CollectedWork, ConferenceMaterial, 
ControlledVocabulary, CourseMaterial, Encyclopedia, Lexicon, TeachingMaterial, GraphicLiterature, 
HandSignedCommunication, GraphicNovel, ComicStory, Photoseries, Novel, ShortStory, Literature, 
Journal, JournalIssue, Lecture, Magazine, MagazineIssue, MusicRadioProgram, MusicRecording, 
NewsLetter, Newspaper, NewspaperIssue, Pamphlet, Podcast, PublicationProgramme, RadioProgram, 
RecordOrDeed, ReferenceWork, Register, PuzzleOrGame, RolePlayingGame, SoundEffectBook, 
PopupBook, Review, Screenplay, Standard, Statistics, Tables, Timetable, 
ThreeDimensionalMovingImage, TwoDimensionalMovingImage







What is a book?
• “A language-based resource with a significant extent and segmented 

nature”





Intersections
• Named intersections (owl:intersectionOf)
• :ComplexType rdfs:subClassof owl:Class



What’s next?
• Folded types

• Instance types

• Domain experts

• Description quality

• Libris Beta: https://beta.libris-qa.kb.se/en

https://beta.libris-qa.kb.se/en
https://beta.libris-qa.kb.se/en

